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= Bo that happened in the Court of Darius Hiſtaſpes. 


WS } ceſt Pieces of Antiquity. In the Eaftern Countries, 
2 if we may give Credit to old Chronicles, learned 
Strifes were once mightily in Uſe. Arts, and Sciences were the 
Product of the Soil. It was grown into a Faſhion to be wiſe, and 


the Favours and Careſſes, beſtowed on thoſe that were di iftinguiſhed 


for any Excellence, kindled firong Emulations. In thoſe Days, 
the Palaces of Princes ſwarmed with lettered Men, and Monarchs 
then had Leiſure and Inclination to attend to Tryals of Wit, and 
Abilities to make a Fudgment of them. 


De Debate, recited in theſe Verſes, was upon what is to be ac- 


counted Strongeſt. Honours were propoſed for the Conqueror, a- 
greeable to the Magnificence of the Times, and the Lifts were en- 


tered by three able Champions, who behaved moſt gallantly. The 


| Perſon that pays ſo fine a Compliment to the King, as well as hy 
that deſcants on the Strength of Wine, is unknown. It is eaſy to 


gueſs they were both Men of Diſtinction. But the laſt, whoſe 
Speech in praiſe of Beauty had ſuch an Influence upon the Aſſembly, 


is celebrated by the Jewiſh Writers, and makes a noble Figure in 


 Hiftory. Indeed it is no wonder his Character is tranſmitted down 


. 70 us 7 advantagi ouſly, fon be brought about one of the greateſt 


Events 


K E 7 E cbt Poem contains a remarkable Conteſt, | 


De Story is told by Eſdras, and is one of the choi- 
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Bont ring is red in their 1 and . gave a D 
a new Era. For the rebuilding of the Temple, was the Effet of 
his happy Management, and Addreſs. Tis true, every Speech 
has its peculiar Beauties. Never were Thoughts choſen with more 
Delicacy, or ranged in a more juſt and elegant Order. All is 
extremely artful without the leaſt appearance of Art. The Tranſi- | 
tions are PL, and natural, and the I mages Prong 4 4 i livaly. Per- 
haps it may not be amiſs to remark in tbis Place, that it is tbe 
Opinion of ſome great Men, that the Book, of which this is part, 
is the genuine Work of Ezra; and that the other, that is receiv- 


ed. into the Canon of. the Old Teſtament, and Se bis Name, is 
only; an Epitomy of it. 
It would le very improper hers to. begin a c upon the ths 
cred Writings: The Subject, however Pleaſing it might be, would 
| ard Matter. tog copious co be contained within, the narrow Bounds 
of this Preface.” Our famous Countrymen, to their Glory. be it 
allen, have not wanted a Reliſh for. their charming Elegancies. 
Doctor Donne has given us the Lamentations in as good Here, 
45 can be expetied from the Times he wrute in. Me. Waller is le. 
holden. to the Scriptures for many admirable Strokes in his Canto s 
on. divine Love. Much of the Plalms and of: other Parts of | Holy. 
Mrit, would doubtleſs have been. interſperſed. in the Davideis, had it 
ever been per fected. The great Author of Paradiſe Joſt and regain d 
was 00 well acquainted with the Spirit and Sublimity of theſe Di- 
vine Compoſitions, not to tranſcribe. a. confiderable. deal of them. in- 
zo his own, The Song, of. the three Children, :he Moſaic Deſcrip- . 
tion. f the Greation, and.ſeveral. hiſtorical. Paſſages, prove. very. | 
fine Embelliſhments, Jo ſay but a" word: more, the Solomon. of 
My. Prior, and the Meſſiah ef Mr. Rope will: live, together with. 
their other noble Performances, in Spight = 5 1 Se 
© ng bile 4 Huli andere 11% „ 5 bn 
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The FORCE f TRUTH. 


N a WAS on a joyful Day; the gorgeous Feaſt 


Crown'd the rich Board; the ſparkling 
Goblets danc'd | | 


The mirthful Round : on high the Tapers blaz'd 

In beauteous Rows ; and Inſtruments: divine, 

| Reſponſive to the Voice, in various Lay 

Alternate took the Ear: the vaulted Dome, 

Wide-ſounding, eccho'd to the gladſome Song, 

That e great, Darius good, 3 
| | == W Ho Sov'reign 
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* Da RIUS'S Feaſt: or, 


I, reign of Worlds 85 AY Tord of Lords. 


The K ing, refulgent on his golden Throne, 
Shone like the Sun ſerenely bright, and fn ſhed 


| Radiance, and Smiles, and Mirth. In Garb diverſe 


The Ethiopian, ſcorch'd on ſultry Plains, 
Per ſian, and Mede, and Indian, native fierce 
Of Regions far remote, hereafter nam d 
Indeftan, Vegu, Malabar, or where 
Ganges, or Ind ſhall roll their rap id rides 


Or Axra's ſumptuous Palace, Seat of Kings! 


Its glittering Spires erect ; Princedoms and Powers 
Atrendant from a ſhining Round — When thus 


The Monarch (of his matchleſs Grandeur yain, 


And all his Soul inflam'd: with high Renown, 


And Deeds to come) © Advance ye” Sons of Wit, 
Declare your Sentence: to the Conteſt, pleas oe 
We lend an Far, and on the welk-feien'd Tale” 
* Diſcreet Deciſion give: ſay, what on Earth 
«Is ferongeft eee — wm. 
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The Fonbz of TRUTH. 5 


One für fair Wisdom fam'd, nor deem d of Men 


Leſs eloquent of Tongue; his goodly Mien 


Won Audience, and Applauſe deſervd; he bow'd 


With meek Demeanour thrice, thrice wav'd his Hand 
Submiſſive, then with graceful Accent ſpoke. 
2 NS id 10. His Ve 10 FARO TO MET 
Supreme on Earth! and brighteſt Pow'rs attend 
% How fine the Frame of Man! His Nerves how 
„ ſtrong! 


„How lovely ct e each nice· proportion d Linn | 


Structure divine! What Emanations flow, 


ͤFaſt-beaming, from the Mind! his mighty Arm 


Furious th unweildy ] avelin flmgs, or wharls 


The pointed Spear: forth from the twanging Bow 
The Dart elanc'd ſings thro? the yielding Air 
« With Ruin fraught: nor dares on Earth, or Main 
* Ought thwart his Will. Yet, far more excellent 
«The ſcepter d King! Him ſtrong eſt, pow rfulleſt 
I deem, nor deem unwiſe. On him ſole Lord 


« Deſtructions wait; rous'd at his high Command 


The hotteit Battle glows ; loud Clarions fend F 


” The hideous Clang; 35 Hoſts againſt Hoſts appear, 


„ | 


„Trooping in gallant Arms; acroſs the Field 
Fierce Lightning flaſh : upon their plumy Creſts 
Horror takes ſtand, and winged Victory, 
Obſervant of his Voice, drives Rout on Rout. 


In vain or Mount, or Wall, or brazen Tower, 
* Rear'd on huge Columns, bids Defiance proud | 
„Of Siege regardleſs, or Aſſault, iproclaim'd 4 
Impregnible: ſoon at the martial Shock 4 
* To ſink ſucceſsleſs, and with ghaſtly Ruin 
«To mark the Ground, a Monument of F ame! | 


1 


« Fond, in his Chaſe 1 to al or riſe 
Oer proſtrate Powers, and heaps of ſlain victorious | 
See Mortals! Pleas'd, if bid to ſpare, they _ 
„Or wrathfully let looſe the waſtful Sword 
Of Deſolation ; and at his Feet preſent 
* Trophies, and Enſigns, Wreaths, and plated Shields, 
* And en 0 Signals of bold e 
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F Nor leſs in peace, than War the Monarch ſhines 
x Awtul, rever d; with Adoration prone 


1 To 


The Po ner f Turn. * 


«Fo him his Subjects bend, and grateful pay 

_ « Their duteous Homage, and Allegiance pure, 

And tributary Wealth. The golden Corn 

For him grows wavy on the Tilth, to pile 

His ſumptuous Board; for him the mantling Vine 

JTeems with autumnal Cluſters, and beſtows 

© Its racy, Juice, to ſparkle in his Cups 

_ © DeleQtable, Nectareous. Higbh-enthron'd 

2 Beneath a Canopy of State, emblaz d 

With orient. Gems, and labour'd o'er with Gold 

= Magnificent, he taſtes the curious Viands, 

„And ſwills the precious Draughts: whulſt ET 
Sounds | 

„Of vocal Shells, ſoft Pipes, and agg: 801 ing 

* Exalt his Soul: till Sleep with ſilent Pace 

« Steals on his Eyes, and brooding o er his Thoughts 

„Locks every Senſe within its downy Arms, 

5 Softly becalm'd. Myriads, induſtrious, wait, 

1 And guard his Slumbers with obſervant Watch. 


7 Say, Princes! nn Is not he. King 
2M Moſt great, tremendous, whoſe commanding Nod 
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6s _ Daxivs's Feaſt: Or, 


$ Obſequious Duty tends, whoſe awful n 

Strikes Terror on the Strong, whoſe very W 

« Makes chill the * and ſhakes the * erves of 
8 War? THIEL * O15 0) een CWUIS ei 101 

He . * — auother fierce bete, & 

Patron of Wine — Wine ſparkled in his Eyes, 

And tip'd, his eaſy Tongue Then no Delay 

Of Preface nes — W Height _ — . 
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f Ty ine is my Tamas Who Eat deckte the Poser 
The turbulent Strength, and Energy of Wine: pl 
* Beſt skilbd the Wight, whoſe Mind, bb ith Hh pleafin 
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80 en oft nas ſhook the Chain 114; ans 
Of chearful Bondage, and in Igambfbie Mood 
The jocund Tyrant bieſs d, whoſe boundleſs Sway | 
*Vanquith'dall own: nought boots the glorious Frame 
«Of God-like Man, Sapience, or Paten Fort 1 
Of Reaſon boaſted long, furpriz'd, and ſtorm d. 
M ine makes che Mmarch and defponding Orphan 
7 To think the fame; 1 who mindleſs of his . 


/ The FoRCE of "TRUTH. 7 


And low Eſtate, aſſumes a regal Port, 
1 Affects to nod, and ſtalks, and looks a King. 
Ide wretched Caitif; fir d by V iue, forgets 
| | „His dolorous Groans, and ranges, unconfin'd, 
Ihe Cave of Woe (none breaths a purer Air) 
« And triumphs in his Shackles. Give the Beggar // ine, 
g 5 Straight Penſive Thoug ghts, and haggard Grief 
4 4:4 Loans. en I 
4 J The Breaſt, of Joy e E + Rates 
Enlarge his Soul; magnificent in Thought, 
« His Boſom ſwells with as | Worlds of Wealth, 


& Then alk to the Senſe 3 18 Wi ine! How rich © 
The fuming Steams aſcend from copious Bowls 
« Of maſſy Gold, with Pearl emboſs' d, and gracd 
7 With various Sculpture, curling Vines, and Fi Buse 
Of nobleſt Emblem! Sure tis Heaven to feel 
The glowing Tranſports, and in Merriment 
Jo quaff the purple Juice, of niceſt F 7 
FI And eleganteſt Taſt, lenient! of Grief, / 

And Foe to wrinkled Care! Here dwell not Fears, 
= © Surmiſes: S PRE or-panging Sorrows 
Here 


| AY. RIUS'S Feaſt : Or, 


> Here make not their abode: But vidbihing Joys, 


40 Laughter, and Jollity, and ſmooth Conceit, 
And wayward Wit, and Mirth of quaint Device 
Inventive, Boon of generous Wine. With ine 
* The Heart of Man grows rich, and proudly revels A 

In wild Diſport; nor dreads the lord ly Frown ; 9 


„Of ſtate· uſurping Governour, or Menace 9 
Of haughtieit Monarch, more than M. onarch brave. 


„Hail! Soy reign Lie Lo inſpir'd by 1 Thee, 9 
* Bolder my Numbers flow, while I effay } 
1 * Thy Praiſes to recount, in vain if Thou 3 
x * Aid'ſt not my Tongue with Elocution prompt, 
| And ſtrong Perſwaſion — Thou the Gift of Speech 7 
* Graciousbeſtow'ſt, and bid'ſt the ſtrugling Thoughts 
* Unfetter'd roam; from Chains of Dullneſs freed, 3 
Or proud Reſerve, or Awe, engend'ring Jeſts, 
Aud ſocial Joys — Thou too in bloody Fray 
« Rul'ſt uncontroul'd ; heated by ine malign, 
« Friends know not Friends; but couch the mortal ; 
Lance 11 b. 
«* In ar Conflict; clamorous Dink enſue, 
« Reviling Taunts, mad Rant, and wild Uproar, 
And 
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The Fo RE of n 9 


« And hideous Jargon. Nor retains the Mind 


The dreadful Images; the ſhifting Scene 


Flits with the Fumes; ſuch is the Power of Wine — 


** 


He ceas'd abrupt —deeming the Conqueſt won 


With eale ; diſdaining to contend, with Foe 


Of Strength inferior match'd : when flow uproſe 


With lovely Aſpect, and endearing Looks 


Zorobabel, and ſtood, as one intent 

To pleaſe the Fair, nor unregarded ſtood, 
Courting the gracious Smile, and Glance divine. 
Then thus — ſofteſt Deportment adding Grace 
Invincible, and height'ning every Charm 


Of n Eloquence with comely Geſture, 


My a not venal, ſtricteſt Truth. unfolds, 


* To Truth attend Strong is the King to quell 


* Uſurping Rage, and lay the Mightieſt low! 


And ſtrong the Pow'r of Wine, to fill the Soul 


„With nobleſt Ardour, and becoming Fury 


But not the King, that quells with potent Sway 
" * Rage, and lays the Mightieſt low; 


RT . 


* 


10 Daxivs's Feaſt - Or. 


7 Nhe pow eful Wine, that fills the tow'ring Soul 


With nobleſt Ardour, and becoming Fury, 


Can win Command o'er HJ omar's mightier Charm, 
« O'er Charm of Woman,  Krong above compare | 


7 1 to Man hath. en been 


0 The Mind of V. oman ; a nor boaſting Man 
Nor Grandeur, Darling of his Soul! could be. 


* Woman gave Birth to Kings, and braveſt Warriors, 
Fam' d for their Proweſs, and heroick Feats 
Thro Sea, and Continent. From Woman ſprung 
Who plant the Vineyard, lay the Grape to ripen 

* Luxuriant in tha Sun, Pregnant with Wines!“ Tit 


„ Skill'd in the \ various by Poa the OT Rae 
« Weave curious Garments, filver'd ver, or wrought 
» With gay Embroidery. the blended Colours 
« Red, azure, purple, green, are taught to Mine 5 
In bright Confuſion — Hence the coſtly Mantle, 1 
he erminꝰd Robe, rich Veſt, and ſweeping Train, X 
That floats redundant on the Ground: The weed : 
" * And eee of K * Embelliſunents | 


10H) 5 (1 1 Scorn 'd 


The FokcR of TRuTH. 11 


Scorn'd by the Fair, conſcious of native Luſtre, 
Above the ſervile Mimickries of Art, 
Splendid Defects! by Nature form'd to charm. 


Nature on Moman laviſh'd all the Pride 
« Of Ornament, and pour'd with bounteous Hand 
« Innumerable Graces — See! She moves! 
Ten thouſand Airs, and winning Smiles attract 


Th' ennamour'd Heart, tangled in Folds of Love, 


An eaſy Captive! Unaffected Beauty, g 

« Complacence, Blandiſhments, and ſoft Deſires 

„Shine in her Face; adown her Shoulders wave 
„The golden Treſſes; awful in her Eye 

* Sits Majeſty enthron'd, forbidding rude 
Approach, or looſer Toy; to gentle Minds 

N ot unbenign, but amiably mild | 

« And condeſcending : well ſhe ene to rule 


For her the Robber traverſes the Globe, 
* And tempts the Ocean wave, undaunted meets 


The brinded Lyon, fearleſs of his Rage 


* 


- «Hex a vaſſal Man, and tame the deſtin'd Thrall. 


2 


Intent 


in. | Daxz1vs's Feaſt - 


© Intent on Rapine, lions how to deck 


„His Love with far-fetch'd Spoils: abandon'd ſome 


Have voluntary Bondage ſought, and born 
«Ti opprobrious Name of Slave: deſpairing others 


9 Have loſt their Wits for oman, ſigh d, and rav d, 


« And gnaſh'd their Teeth, and roll'd their . and 


a talk'd 
« Of cruel F air-Ones: Nor have wanted ſome 
* To pine with irkſome Thoughts, and rueful Looks, 
« Killd by Diſdain: nor ſome to meet their Fate 
In Tournament, or Fight 'midſt banner'd Hoſts, 


On Plains pavilion 'd with the Tire of War: 


Is not Darius * the Dread of N 3 


That bend the ſuppliant Knee? Vet oft L ve ſeen him, 
: wy Enrob'd in Splendors, in full Frequence bright 


o Hold Dalliance with the fair Apame. She 


« Snatch'd from his Head the Diadem, to grace 
« Her Brows ; with ſilent Raviſhment he gaz'd, 


$5 Smul'd, i ſhe ſmi d, and ſorrow'd, if ſhe forrow d. 


1 


Abaſlvd the F Wa caſt den Eyes W * 


In 


Ihe Force of TRUTH. 15 


In wild Diſmay then on each other ſtare 
With ſtedfaſt Gaze; that witneſs' d ſtrange Surprize, 
| Aſtoniſhment unlook'd-for — Soon the Youth 

Reſum d his Tale, and thus with warmth— 


| | s : Hi ſtrong 
1 "Are 8 Charms Vaſt this capacious Ball ! 


« Wide thro' the boundleſs Infinite i is {tretch'd 

i The blue Expance of Heay'n! | Swift rolls the Sun, 

8 Circling each Day this ſpacious Concave ; Void 

1 Immeaſurable! Great thy; Works! How wond'rous 
| great i , 

« Thou ſov? reign Arcurreet' How ſtrong g thy Truth! 

The Glory, Majelty, and Might, and Power 

«OF Ages! Blefvd be th' eternal Gop of T ruth] 


He 8 te ER Throng in Glence ſtood | 
Fix'd for a while; then into Songs burſt forth, 
And Acclamations loud, and jovial Shouts 
Of Triumph; bim they hail victorious; him 
They celebrate with. Hymns of Praiſe, and Strains 
Melodious, Anh warbling Harps, and Lutes, 
PR E Chaunt- 


14 Daxivs's Feaſt Or. 
b the er and Majeſty of Truth. | 


SArLrsBURY, accept my Verſe ; the Muſe bor Thee 
Soars an uncommon Height, on loftieſt Wing K 
Buoy'd up; let Truth with native Luſtre warm 
Thy Boſom See! She courts Thee to her Love! 
From tinſel Vanities, and painted Pride, 


Charm to the vulgar Gaze avert thine Eye. . 
Go on brave Youth; the rugged Paths explore . 


Of arduous Virtue; obſtinately good, 
Upbraid flagitious Times; a generous Friend, 
Help the Diſtreſsful; call forth all the Worth 

Of ſhining Anceſtors, : Patriot firm, T2 


Nor let rde Nations, anxious, hope i in vain. 25 


? een, to \ Thee 9 once more the Muſe directs 
Her eager Flight; once more T ſtrike the Shell 
With facred Sounds inform'd ; the halfow'd Strains | 
Be thine: nor blame the advent rous Bard, that ſings 
Truth's mighty Conqueſt, in MiIroniat Verſe, | 
With filial Awe, and reverential Fe car. 1515 al 
And if theſe Lines attract the gracious Eye 


of 


* Earl of Exeter, 


The FoxCE of TRUTH. 15 


Of Cecil's Conſort ! oh! may the Fair forgive 

The rude Attempt to paint with artleſs Hand 
The nobleſt Work of Heav'n! hail happieſt Pair! 
For You may numerous Years roll radiant Rounds, 
And brighter Days {till brighter Days ſucceed ! 

Tb' Award of Head n is juſt | — Long Trains of Joys, 
Joys exquiſitely fine, await ſuch Virtues — 
Believe the Muſe, that ne'er with luring Smiles, 
A proſtituted Wanton, fawn'd, or deign'd df 

To varniſh Guilt, or ſooth the monſtrous Crimes 
Of paper's Greatneſs, ae mean. 


Oh! Thou gare l til may my Lays to Thee 
Be pleaſing, who alone can'ft give to ſing. 
Not fabled Muſes, or Caſtalian Streams | 
Avail ; Thou, Thou irvok'd by me, ſhalt aid 
My daring Fancy, wak ning Raptures, whulſt 
I fing to Cecil, and I ſing of Thea 
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i 3 oh A1 tb. 9 4 | 
| 1 ＋ H E Eſſay on tar in Quarto and roll, in he fame Sizes 
= with Mr. Pope's Homer and Works. 
| . Two Satires of the Second ID of. Horace imitated, lkewile 
w o the ſame Sizes. cn pt 
_ Of Falſe Taſte, by Mr. Pope. St: ot Dor 
= ne Mc of t p of nou h 
Of the Knowledge and Characters af Fug D® i 3 
A New: Edition of ) the Dunciad' in Octavo, * Notes and 
| Epigrams. ' ; b N 5 rr Ty er 
5 The Man of Fate Price 1 Ff. a ODE des 
The Art of Politicks, fie I 41 Disc 0 10 
Harlequin Horace, Price 1 E . 1 
An Epiſtle from Rome to Mr. Pope. 
The Progreſs of Love in four Epiſtles, Price 6 d. F 
- Stow : The Gardens of the Lord Chan, Price 6 d. 
Two Epiſtles to Mr. Pope, concerning the Authors of the pane = 
ſent Age, by the Author of the Univerſal Paſſioͤn. 5 
The Plerchane: A Poem by dhe ſame Anthor. 3 5 
Athelwold, a ; Tragedy 3 ©; by; A Hill, Eſq. nec „ hier AA 
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